
 

 

 

 

                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF SAVANNAH 
 

February 8, 2022 
 
 

The Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of Savannah met in regular session 
at the office of the Housing Authority of Savannah, 1407 Wheaton Street – Building A and 
simultaneously by telephone conference, beginning at approximately 12:15 p.m., Tuesday, 
February 8, 2022. The simultaneous teleconference meeting format was held to limit in-
person interaction as a result of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The meeting was called 
to order by Chairman G. Lind Taylor and upon roll call those present and absent were as 
follows: 
 

Present in person:  G. Lind Taylor, Chairman 
Wanda Parrish, Vice Chairwoman 
Darrel Daise 

     
Absent:   Edward Gresham 
    Thomas Henry   
 

Also present were Executive Director Earline Wesley Davis, Director of Finance Robert 
Faircloth, Director of Development Services Rafaella Nutini, and Management Analyst 
Tammy Brawner. Attorney Dana Braun of Ellis, Painter, Ratterree, & Adams LLP was also 
in attendance, arriving during the Executive Director’s report.  
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The Chairman opened the meeting with a moment of silence. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda included the minutes of the January 18, 2022 postponed regular 
meeting; the Financial Services Report; Development Services Report; Asset Management 
Report; Resident Services Report and Assisted Housing Programs Report. Commissioner 
Daise made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Parrish seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
CONTRACT FOR YARDI VOYAGER SYSTEM MIGRATION 
Director of Finance Robert Faircloth addressed the Board of Commissioners stating that 
the Housing Authority of Savannah wishes to acquire the Yardi Voyager software program 
from Yardi Systems, Inc.  Yardi Voyager is a tenant and property management software 
application used by a large number of Housing Authority and Commercial Property 
Management Companies. Yardi Voyager will be used by the Executive, Finance, Development 
Services, Property Management, Facilities and HCV Departments to provide services to over 
5,000 families. This application supports critical business functions such as accounts payable, 
tenant accounting, application processing, the waitlist, work orders, inspections, rent and 
utility statements, self-service internet portals, mobile applications, digital imaging etc.  
 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) permits housing authorities 
to purchase common goods and services that are routine in nature under competitively 
awarded contracts entered into by other public agencies through a procedure called 
“cooperative purchasing” to realize greater economy, efficiencies and reduce costs. The 
Authority desires to utilize Contract No. GS-35F-0731P (“Contract”), Schedule 70 of the 
General Services Administration (“GSA”) via a cooperative purchasing method with Yardi 
Systems, Inc. for the procurement of such Services. The GSA contract is effective through 
August 2024 and will be subject to renewal. 

      
After some discussion, Commissioner Parrish moved to Commissioners approve for 
execution, by the Executive Director, via the SAAS Subscription Agreement, the referenced 
contract to acquire the Voyager software program from Yardi System, Inc. Commissioner 
Daise seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Executive Director Earline Davis provided a written report to the Board, which follows 
these minutes.   
 
There being no further business, the Chairman asked for a motion to close the meeting. 
The motion was made and seconded by Commissioner Parrish and Commissioner Daise, 
respectively.  
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Calendar Year 2022 (CY 2022) Housing Choice Voucher Program Renewal 

Awards: 

HUD is currently operating under a Continuing Resolution, which is effective until 

February 18, 2022.  A Continuing Resolution continues the pre-existing 

appropriations at the same level as the previous fiscal year. 

 January and February 2020 HAP obligations at 98.5% proration of 

estimated CY 2022 eligibility 

 January and February 2022 Administrative Fee (AF) obligations at 

84% proration of estimated CY 2022 eligibility, and  

 Mainstream Vouchers, both HAP and AF for January and February 

2022 have been obligated 100% for HAP and 84% for AF. 

 HAS has received a 2022 Family Self-Sufficiency Grant Award in the 

amount of $246,912 

Housing Authorities will receive notification from the Financial Management 

Center wen March 2022 funds have been obligated. 

HUD has evaluated CY22 funding possibilities based on DRAFT Senate and House 

Bills that most recently passed committee.  Both the draft Senate and House Bills 

would provide funding at an estimated 100% HAP proration.  

 

Removal of Savannah’s I-16 Flyover over Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.:  

A coalition has been formed to resurrect the conversation about removal of the 

flyover.  Cities across the country are realizing not only the importance of 

reconnecting communities lost by urban interstates, but the civic responsibility to 

do so.  To accomplish this goal it is about: 



 Restoration:  Taking action to amend the injustices of “urban renewal” 

 Economics:  Revitalizing a once vibrant corridor 

Safety:  Increasing safety for all ages and abilities—pedestrians, drivers, 

cyclists and transit riders 

 Beauty:  Designing a proper gateway that reflects Savannah’s beauty, and 

Connectivity:  Knitting the fabric of downtown together with 

neighborhoods to the west (including Kayton Homes and Frazier Homes). 

Information relating to the reasons for the flyover removal: 

1. When the terminal ramps for I-16 were constructed, several pre-

existing roads were cut-off or demolished. 

 Roberts street was replaced with new elevated 

infrastructure 

 Charlton Street, Jones Street, and Berrien Street were 

interrupted between MLK, Jr. Blvd. and Montgomery 

Street 

 Reconfiguration would allow for restoration of the 

surface street network to improve connectivity and 

mobility, and it would return developable land to 

downtown Savannah 

2. Safety:  The need for the project is demonstrated by the high crash 

rates, suboptimal interchange spacing and effects on the local street 

network and disruption of community cohesion.  The current crash 

rates on I-16 between I-516 and the end, and on Montgomery Street 

between Gwinnett Street and Bay Street, are higher than the 

statewide average.  

Now Savannah has an opportunity to align with both federal and local priorities 

and funding, as well as with other capital investments in the area. 

Very briefly: 

 1967 I-16 Completed in this area 



 1996 City of Savannah adopts a Revitalization Plan for MLK, Jr. and 

Montgomery Corridor—that includes removal of the flyover 

 1998, 2002, 2004, 2009 Savannah Development Renewal Authority 

conducts studies 

2012  MPC, City, County Study:  “Reclaiming Old West Broad Street” 

July 26, 2012 Savannah City Council unanimously approved a Resolution of 

Support for the Reclaiming Old West Broad Street: I-16 Exit Ramp Removal 

Project 

2019 Canal District Master Plan and Action Playbook includes removal of the 

flyover 

2019 Greater Downtown Master Plan is adopted and includes removal of the 

flyover 

I’ve attached a letter from United States Senator Raphael Warnock to the 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary, Department of Transportation, providing his 

support and asking the Secretary  to consider this project as part of the bipartisan 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. 

Savannah City Council received a presentation from the Coalition on January 27, 

2022 to discuss the project. 

Upcoming Conference: 

2022 NAHRO Online Washington Conference 
Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and associated travel and logistical 
challenges, NAHRO is compelled to pivot to a virtual Washington Conference on 
March 28-30. 

 
 


